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Message Text 


E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS, PEPR, CG, MO 

SUBJ: POTENTIAL FOR MOROCCAN ASSISTANCE TO ZAIRE 


REE: A. RABAT 2883; B. RABAT 2865 

1 . AS NOTED IN REFTEL B, GOM IS NOT LIKELY TO SEND 
MILITARY FORCES TO ZAIRE. INDEED WE HAD AN AUTHORITATIVE 
INDICATION IN MID-MARCH THAT MOROCCO WOULD NOT AGAIN 
COMMIT SUCH EORCES IN ZAIRE WITHOUT SUPPORT AND 
PARTICIPATION FROM OTHER AFRICAN STATES AND THE WEST. 
THE 1,200 TROOPS SENT TO SHABA IN APRIL, 1977 WERE 
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COMMITTED ON A ONE-TIME ONLY BASIS FOR A LIMITED 
MISSION, WHICH WAS COMPLETED BY MID-JUNE 1977. ALL 
COMBAT TROOPS WERE WITHDRAWN, THOUGH PERHAPS 10-20 
MILITARY ADVISERS ARE BELIEVED TO REMAIN. MOROCCO'S 
ARMED EORCES ARE CURRENTLY HEAVILY INVOLVED IN THE 
SAHARA. ABOUT 10,000 TROOPS ARE STATIONED IN 
MAURITANIA, MOST OF THEM COMMITTED IN THE LAST YEAR, 
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AND APPROXIMATELY 30,000 MEN ARE IN THE MOROCCAN 
PORTION OP THE SAHARA. THIS INVOLVEMENT HAS ALREADY 
PUT HEAVY STRAIN ON THE ARMED PORCES AND THE ECONOMY. 

2. MOROCCO MIGHT BE WILLING TO PARTICIPATE AT LEAST 
SYMBOLICALLY IN SOME SORT OP ASSISTANCE SHORT OP 
PROVIDING TROOPS, E G. ARMS, DIPLOMATIC SUPPORT OP 
ENHANCED TRAINING, POR THERE IS A VERY REAL AWARENESS 
HERE THAT ZAIRE IS A KEY BUTTRESS AGAINST THE SOVIET 
INCURSIONS INTO APRICA SO REARED BY THE GOM. WHAT- 
EVER IS BEING CONSIDERED, THE REACTION OP THE WESTERN 
POWERS, SUCH AS PRANCE AND THE UNITED STATES, AND OP 
OTHER APRICAN MODERATES WILL ALSO BE AN IMPORTANT 
PACTOR. FRENCH PLANES AND MONETARY AID WERE VITAL 
TO MOROCCO'S EARLIER INVOLVEMENT IN ZAIRE, WHILE 
EGYPT'S AID SAVED MOROCCO FROM BEING THE ONLY AFRICAN 
COUNTRY INVOLVED. EVEN WIIH THIS SUPPORT, HOWEVER, 

THE GOM WAS UNEASY WITH THE MINIMAL PARTICIPATION BY 
BLACK AFRICAN STATES. 

3. AN IMPORTANT ELEMENT IN MOROCCAN THINKING WILL 
UNDOUBTEDLY BE THE US APPROACH AND KING HASSAN WILL 
ONCE AGAIN LOOK TO THE US TO PROVIDE THE LEADERSHIP 
OF WESTERN INTERESTS HE BELIEVES NECESSARY TO COUNTER 
AFRICA'S LEFTWARD DRIFT. HE WILL RECALL, HOWEVER, 

THAT IN 1977 OUR INITIAL REACTION TO HIS INTERVENTION 
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WAS FOCUSSED SOLELY ON THE POSSIBLE USE OF US-ORIGIN 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND ONLY TURNED TO PUBLIC PRAISE 
AFTER IT HAD PROVED A SPECTACULAR SUCCESS. 

4. CLEARLY IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR US TO DISCUSS THE 
SITUATION WITH THE MOROCCANS, SENSITIZED THOUGH THEY 
ARE BY OUR CURRENT BILATERAE DIFFICULTIES OVER USE OF 
OUR SECURITY ASSISTANCE IN THE SAHARA AND MAURITANIA. 
TO THE EXTENT THAT WE ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE I PAPER - 
SHIP FOR INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE TO ZAIRE, THESE 
DISCUSSION WOULD BE WARMLY WELCOMED AND MIGHT PROVE 
USEFUL. 

ANDERSON 
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